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Sharptown Firemen’s Carnival Grounds

Sharptown
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One of the principal yearly events in northern Wicomico County is the opening of the
Sharptown Firemen’s Carnival, which has operated in this river town since 1926.
According to an article written in the Salisbury Times in 1958,
Most Eastern Shore towns have had a carnival but Sharptown determined to
have the best one. It was started in 1926, and grounds were purchased and
permanent buildings erected in 1936 and onward. The fire company owns
also all its own carnival equipment, such as rides and games. This elaborate
set up soon became famous, and the Sharptown Carnival soon drew capacity
crowds year in and year out.
The camival grounds mark the southern entrance into Sharptown. Standing at the front
gate is a metal Ferris wheel. The complex of concrete block and frame buildings is
dominated by a pair of distinctive octagonal pavilions. The east pavilion houses an
antique carousel of carved wooden animals and painted panels. Rows of concrete block

and frame concession stands are located on the north and south sides of these centrally

sited structures.
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Survey No.

¥ WI-357
MARYLAND INVENTORY OF .

Maryland Historical Trust HISTORIC PROPERTIES
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ no
1 - Name {indicate preferred name)
historic Sharptown Firemens? Carnvial Grounds
and/or common
2. Location
street & number Main Street (MD 348) and Joe Morgan Road ___ not for publication
clty, town Sharptown ___ vicinity of congressional district First
state Maryland county Wicomico
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
___ district —__ public _ X occupied ____ agriculture —___ museum
_¥%__building(s) _x_ private ____ unoccupied ____ commercial — park
_—_ structure — both — work in progress — educational ___ private residence
—_ site Public Acquisition Accessible X _ entertainment _ religious

__ object —___in process _* yes: restricted ____ government ____ scientific

— being considered ____yes: unrestricted ____industrial ___ transportation
_x not applicable —_no — military —_other:

4- Ownel' Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Sharptown Fire Company
street & number Main Street telephone no.:
city, town Sharptown state and zip code Maryland 21861

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Wicomico County Clerk of Court 1iber
street & number Wicomico County Courthouse folio
clty, town Salisbury state  MD 21801

6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

title

date - federal ____state ____county ___ local

2pository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description survey No. WI-357

Condition Check one Check one

_—__excellent — deteriorated ____ unalitered X original site

— Xgood —ruins X _ aitered — moved date of move
—_ fair — unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Sharptown Firemen’s4 Carnival Grounds are located on the east side of Main Street
(MD 348) at the intersection of Joe Morgan Road at the south end of Sharptown,
Wicomico County, Maryland.

The carnival grounds are distinguished by two large octagonal pavilions erected
during the mid to late 1930s. Centrally positioned in the complex, the east pavilion
houses a carousel while the west pavilion is used for games. Flanking the two pavilions
on the north and south sides are ranges of single story frame and concrete block
concession stands. Located at the entrance to the complex is a small Ferris wheel.

The two octagonal pavilions are supported on concrete block foundation and are
sheathed with vertical board siding. On each face of the game pavilion a hinged door
drops on bracket support to serve as a playing surface in front of wood benches that
encircle the building. The octagonal shaped roof slopes upward toward an octagonal
cupola also topped by an octagonal roof. There are louvered vents in each face of the
octagonal cupola. The edges of the roof are finished with exposed rafter ends and open
soffits.

The east pavilion houses an early twentieth century carousel of carved wooden
animals resting on a wooden platform. The center pivot and drive mechanisms are
hidden by an painted scenic panels. The ceiling is open to the cupola with an exposed
rafter system.

On the north and south sides of the octagonal pavilions are orderly rows of single
story frame and concrete block concession stands. Largely erected during the mid to late
twentieth century, the concession stands are covered by low pitched gable roof sheathed
with asphalt shingles. The roofs of the concessions stands have wide eaves that extend
well beyond the frame or concrete walls. Hinged board doors or more recent metal
tambour doors enclose the concession stands.

Distinguishing the Main Street entrance is a metal Ferris wheel.



8. Significance Survey No. WI-357

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning ___ landsca i igi

— .-1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic - conservat%ﬁ ° — law P archltecture: :::3:;2

1500-1599 ____ agriculture —__ economics — literature — sculpture

—1600-1699 _ X architecture —__education — military —__ social/

— 17001799 ___ art —_engineering — music humanitarian

—1800-1899 ___ commerce - exploration/settiement ___ philosophy — theater

—x 1900— —_ communications — industry —— politics/government __ transportation
____invention —X_ other (specity)

entertainment
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A B XC D
and/or T

Applicable Exception: _ A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ national _ state X local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and

support. . R . .
One of the principal yearly events in northern Wicomico County is the opening of the

Sharptown Firemen’s Carnival, which has operated in this river town since 1926.
According to an article written in the Salisbury Times in 1958,

Most Eastern Shore towns have had a carnival but Sharptown determined to
have the best one. It was started in 1926, and grounds were purchased and
permanent buildings erected in 1936 and onward. The fire company owns
also all its own carnival equipment, such as rides and games. This elaborate
set up soon became famous, and the Sharptown Carnival soon drew capacity
crowds year in and year out.’

The carnival grounds mark the southern entrance into Sharptown. Standing at the front
gate is a metal Ferris wheel. The complex of concrete block and frame buildings is
dominated by a pair of distinctive octagonal pavilions. The east pavilion houses an
antique carousel of carved wooden animals and painted panels. Rows of concrete block
and frame concession stands are located on the north and south sides of these centrally

sited structures.
Due to the architectural and historic merit of this complex it deserves listing in

Category A.

' The Salisbury Times, Evening Edition, June 14, 1958.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. WI-357

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References Jo NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian

organization FPrivate Consultant date 5/29/98

street & number P. 0. Box 5 telephone 410-651-1094

Westover state Maryland 21871

city or town

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

return to: ryland Historical Trust DHCP/DHCD

100 COMMUNITY PLACE
Circle CRQWNSVILLE, MD 21032-2023
Annapolis, land 21401 5147600

(301) 269-2438
PS-2746



Wi 3577

and ouadings, to g e e - -

geod ambulance

Thronth o wrse attracl sood  personnet
bee of their fnnds they have hopused,  The Sharptoan Fue 'C('~ ISERYAS
aradbictry for the town ) an hounded on the west nto

Jrhn R - Owens as pre~:dent and, Dorchester Connty. andd nte Gales-
aewctant chief, and Charles W'k town oan the north inte e taware
er s cmef Mro Owens cd the toward then halfway te
frowlh ol the company 13 rol ac- ! Mardela. and on jract Dq-nb!p' Mills,
odental. hut happened only inroush I takes iy mmerherover—2=from-
the dedication and hard work of fhat area

ared

“oured

EILLZ_LETETT. e membera Belonginz to the {irvL‘ The «Sharptown Fire Co... has
tempany has been a trad:ion inbeen asx effective b its check il
Thyn ptown since the mumory of lhook as it has with i1t pimpers 2
. the oldest erandfather. bu whittin maintaining the wettbang of o
really cstahlished the Qharotown: the community  They erecied the k
tempeony's strength was s C:\:n‘.-lj\rvsen? huilding cceenried by the
val. Hebron Mig. Co. ond cuarchased
- - tand to attract the iikie rhant
MOST EASTERN Shore towns of Crosspand Blackwe!l They have
hose had oao carnivill but S!mr;)-“..'“”'C‘HZ(]. and rese’d o cedirable
{cwn determined to have the how tother local real «:iole noross.
onc. MU was started in 1925 and:m'l vears” They say that iy are
grounds were .purchused and per-1in complete a2zrcen.ent with the
mohent buildings crected in 1936 efforts of the Chumher ¢f Com.
and onward. The fire compunypmerce and th: lecepl My gevern- .
owns  alse all its own carni-|mont in at'ractine mew oetastry | < Sharptown Fire Co. hus
T val-cquipment--such as ridus.and. and_have an esen niad n worX-
gomes. This elahorate set-up’ soon,
tecame famous, and the Sharp-| : ) o
town Carnival soon drew cuapucity Sharptcwn Lea!on PO
erowds year in and year.oul -~
The carnival has hroucht thel The Sharpiewn Tt el theoall Jocal and TcouaTy v
She company about $10.000 in an-lAmericint Lywior as o viinl, geews. donations and personn..
ual revenue yearly, It has meuantiing organizetion wih o m. mher-| About five dances a w-
B . “wetks of hard work for the mem- ship of 83 men and & .0 e 1.od.
bers, but the firemen knew it hasiies” Auxiliary’ T is'a r0I87r nrw &
been worthwhile when they seelpost. heing orvamzrd on Dieem
what it hag, purchased. , <=  Jher 1846 with-3¢ mimbere under
“ The pruvsent compan_\'.%uildiny ~mdr finrman Mann
and equipment are .“'"“h ahout,  For the first five yea=s of s
$75,000, and the carnival grounds. | uyictance the Americin Lewion had
binldings, and equipment could N0t|ng real home of ite can, but ia
be replaced for another $73.000.1ta5¢t it took 'he punze und beuuht
When one starts 1o consider that}y 1arge. comfortable fiame home
e i i 5 w3 e s mmxmeﬂ_.. Wance | gy the-edge ol toan, Jius nss bren
per town for fire equipMgRpt 1Sicopstantly remodeted, and o 1933
, only $2,000 yearly. 1t s d'_?r‘*a large addition wos hoait on the!
<tandable why the SharptoWW Fire{roar of the prongrty. :
o . To. h?}m}shod_it_s carnival. | g g:nund "l!.m' the home
Prestdent Owens—ﬂntd—-tt}a&-zﬁca»:l S e e R S s
. Sharptown company could  noti TN ST e e
maintain its present hizh sl;md-ll‘J “”‘”..m“"" e ks
. - and chairs and Urangp cogce amnte
. ard of operations without the anle = oo o et wilch
come from this source. He brouzht! = 70 gooontbe oy e
wp a recent controversy vt hinuo|
games wnd raffles und siid that o
. these games were the chiel rev. TIHS PROPERTY .~ orooa 0o
e enue producers of the curnival ij"‘“'“"." paed ter
: ) cand. “Let the fire CompLees Present oliccers 0ot Foeonns
have their carnivals wih thew Bifko cemougenioe o H 0 K
‘ pnpo games and rattles I Phees WL st viee e Tleh
T meney is not coming to n~ i1 s CFL Boaned voed L
' rranner. it will have to conne d 0 der Avthae Tyt A
Tectly in taxes, and directyoown Wotliam o v ¢
. ol the pockets of vou tas v The  seman s onrsens NI
1o anthinkahle that our teenes bosehall teiam an e 3o A '.-'
i andd onr farms shon'd he w bt acon berton Boooi o et
wmidern  fire protection. vl we tive lor Tive vepas abe B an
Certainly can not provide s none Bastern Kt e S -
feehon on the present couwny g 14°F
Jowance, ' The Loegoon oot poci.oots an!




S - Sharptown Firemens? Carnival Grounds

“-— Sharptown, Maryland Quadrangle

. \ —
\ // 1942
/, N P
; s 7 : —
38730/ = N * ey
T Szcany 410000 FEET (DEL) 437 98 42307
2 Mapped. edited. and published by the Geological Survey




